
 
 

St Bernard’s Hospital
Harbour Views Road 

Gibraltar 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
No: 206/2008 
 
Date:  9th September 2008 
 

GHA Night Nursing team to present at NHS Conference in UK  

A booklet, and DVD and  poster about the GHA’s “Hospital at Night initiative” was 
produced and presented in April by the Night Management Team (NMT) at the 
GHA’s annual Nurse’s conference.  Building on this success, the Night Management 
team submitted an abstract about their work here in Gibraltar for a poster 
presentation at the NHS conference on “Hospital at Night” to be held in London in 
mid September. Last week the team were delighted to learn that the conference 
committee has accepted the poster.  Kevan Sercombe, Clinical Nurse Manager 
(Night Duty) and Tyrone Smith, (Charge Nurse) will be presenting a number of their 
innovative approaches to improving the care and treatment of patients at night to 
delegates from across UK and overseas. This will provide a unique opportunity for 
the GHA nurses to share their work and learn from others.  

A key area of interest in their submission was for the unique approach they are 
devising to provide on going training and development for staff on night duty during 
the night time. This years training programme culminated last week in a special 
award ceremony, which took place in 2 stages over the night shift). Dr Karen 
Norman, the GHA Executive responsible for both the Nursing and Ambulance 
Services presented the Nursing and Ambulance staff with their certificate(s) for 
training attended and competencies achieved. Amongst the many topics covered, 
were the latest research in reducing infection rates in hospital; resuscitation and life 
support; and reading and interpreting ECG’s.   A total of over 250 certificates were  
issued, an amount that reflects the success of this initiative and the hard work and 
enthusiasm shown by all.  

Dr Norman said, in her presentation of the certificates to the staff; 

“I commend both the Nursing and Ambulance staff who have prepared and taught 
these excellent training sessions at night, and all of you who have participated in the 
sessions and are now putting your learning into practice for the benefit of patients”.   
 
Dr McCutcheon, the GHA Chief Executive congratulated the team for this innovation 
in training and education. He noted that increased Government funding is providing s 
greater opportunity to GHA staff to continue to improve their practice. 
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